Reconstruction of the upper portion of the ear by using an ascending helix free flap from the opposite ear.
Reconstruction of partial, marginal defects of the ear has been a challenge. The ascending helix free flap based on superficial temporal vessels has been described and used solely to repair nose defects. We used reversed pedicle helical free flap for the repair of a major loss of the upper one-third of the opposite auricle. The method permits the transfer of tissue of the same quality with satisfactory cosmetic result. The equalization of the ears in dimension was accomplished with minimal donor-site deformity.